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On behalf of the Shelter Bay Communications Committee, Gail Taylor, Editor and 
Claudia Young Production Editor of the newsletter, we wish you a most Happy, 

Healthy and Safe Holiday. Our wishes for peace in 2008! 
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Firewise 
 

The Shelter Bay Rules and Regulations, Part I – General, 1.4 
state, “All outdoor burning of any kind is prohibited within the 
survey of Shelter Bay.”  The only exception to this is provided 
in Rule 4.6 which states, “Only fires in the firepits at Martha’s 
Beach and the permanent BBQ facility at Rainbow Park are 
allowed.”   
 
In addition to the Shelter Bay Rules, there are Skagit County 
rules that apply as well.  Did you know that it is against the law 
to burn treated wood in an open fire?  Did you know that it is 
illegal to have an open fire when winds exceed 7-10 miles per 
hour? These are fire rules and regulations that you should 
know, and you must comply with.  Recently, there was a fire 
burning in the pit at Martha’s Beach, in which cedar wood 
siding was being burned, fire flames were a good 6-8 feet high, 
and the wind was blowing approximately 30 mph.  The burning 
treated cedar created embers, which were being carried all over 
by the wind.  The Fire District #13 was called out to the scene, 
and extinguished the fire.  Luckily, the hazardous burning 
embers did not ignite other fuel sources in the area.  This story 
has a happy ending, but could have ended in much more serious 
consequences.  Thank you to Fire District #13 and our Martha’s 
Beach volunteers for attending to this incident. 
 
A few reminders:  Martha’s Beach is closed by the volunteers 
each day at sunset.  The water has been shut off to prevent 
freezing of pipes, so be sure to fill the bucket with water from 
the bay for extinguishing your fire.  ALWAYS be in attendance 
when your fire is burning, and ALWAYS extinguish the fire 
before leaving the area. 
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 EXCAVATION & CONCRETE SOLUTIONS  
   

 License Registration #DURTW**940K5~Bonded and Insu red  
                          Phone: 360-299-8706 ~ Fax : 360-588-0673  
                                     Email: Sharon@ durtwurks.com �
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